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over by Lord Norbury.   Most of the leaders had been
taken and they were duly tried and hanged.  The author
of the seditious literature that had been discovered had
vanished, and the Government were convinced that a
youth of twenty-four, named Robert Emmet, the son of
a Dublin surgeon, who had long been known as actively
engaged in treasonable practices, was the writer as well
as the chief organizer, if not the instigator, of the plot. It
was not till the evening of the 25th August that he was
arrested at Harold's Cross and taken to the Castle, where
he was identified.  Five days later he was brought up for
secret  examination  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,   the
Attorney-General and the Chief Secretary, but he refused
to give any information either about himself or with
regard to some 'Very clever and striking letters" in a
lady's handwriting which were found on him. An inter-
cepted note revealed her as Sarah Curran, the daughter
of an eminent Counsel, who had consented to defend
Emmet, but who was ignorant of his daughter's relations
with the accused.   He immediately withdrew from the
case.  Emmet had also asked George Ponsonby, who had
been a leading opponent of the Union, to defend him, but
he had retired to Tipperary and did not appear anxious to
undertake the job. William Burton was finally appointed,
for whom the Attorney-General said the Crown would
allow Ponsonby to be substituted at any reasonable time,
and Leonard McNally.   It was not till long afterwards
that the fact of McNally's position as a Government agent
became known. He was implicitly trusted by the nationalist
party for whom he acted as legal adviser; they revealed
to him all their plans and confided to him their secrets,
and though they often marvelled at the knowledge of
their proceedings which the Government possessed he